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Introduction

The problem of finding the chromatic number of a graph G, i.e. the minimum
number of colors needed to assign distinct colors to adjacent nodes of G, is
NP-complete. However, there are some known bounds including the trivial
lower bound
χ(G) ≥ ω(G)
and the upper bound provided by Brooks [2]
χ(G) ≤ ∆(G) + 1,
where χ(G) denotes the chromatic number, ∆(G) the maximum degree and
ω(G) the number of nodes of a largest clique in G.
In [6], Reed conjectured that
&

'

∆(G) + 1 + ω(G)
χ(G) ≤
.
2
Note that this upper bound rounds up the arithmetic average of the previous
mentioned upper and lower bounds.
In the following all graphs are simple, undirected and connected. V (G) and
E(G) denote the nodes and edges of G respectively. The degree of v ∈ V (G)
(deg(v)) gives the number of neighbors of v in G.
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Reed [6] proved the existence of a constant ∆0 so that the conjecture holds
1
for graphs with ∆(G) ≥ ∆0 and ω(G) ≥ ⌊(1 − 70000000
)∆(G)⌋.
Other graph classes for which the validity of Reed’s conjecture could be shown
have been found, among them the classes listed in Proposition 1. This list
consists of graph classes for which the conjecture follows straightforward from
their definition or for which other authors (sources given in parantheses) have
shown the conjecture holds.
Proposition 1 For the following graphs the conjecture holds:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

complete graphs
perfect graphs
circles
graphs with size of maximum independent set α(G) = 2 ([5])
line graphs ([4])
triangle-free graphs with minimum degree δ(G) ≥ n3 ([1])
triangle-free graphs with chromatic number χ(G) ≤ 4 (consequence of Brooks’
theorem)

In this work we focus on triangle-free graphs (ω(G) = 2), for which Reed’s
conjecture reads as follows:
&

'

∆(G) + 1
.
χ(G) − 1 ≤
2

In order to investigate the conjecture we search for a triangle-free counterexample with a minimum number of nodes.
Gathering properties of a minimal order counterexample, we can continue a list
already ’started’ in [3]. Some of these properties turn out to be quite fruitful,
in particular the fact that a minimal counterexample has to be vertex-colorcritical, i.e. χ(G − v) < χ(G) for any vertex v of G.
Definition 2 (heavy edge) Let G be a graph. Then we call (x, y) ∈ E(G) a
heavy edge if deg(x) = deg(y) = ∆(G).
Definition 3 (heavy circle) Let G be a graph and C ⊆ V (G) a circle of G.
We call C a heavy circle if
v ∈ V (C) ⇒ deg(v) ≥ ∆(G) − 2.
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Results

Theorem 4 Let G be a triangle-free minimal counterexample to Reed’s conjecture. Then ∆(G) = 2χ(G) − 5.
Theorem 5 Let G be a triangle-free minimal counterexample to Reed’s conjecture. Then there exists at least one heavy edge.
Theorem 6 Let G be a triangle-free minimal counterexample to Reed’s conjecture. Then there exists at least one heavy circle C of odd length.
Moreover, we describe a construction which embeds an arbitrary triangle-free
graph G in a regular triangle-free graph preserving χ(G) and ∆(G). From
this we get that it suffices to prove Reed’s conjecture for regular triangle-free
graphs.
Theorem 7 If Reed’s conjecture holds for all regular triangle-free graphs, it
holds for all triangle-free graphs.
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